What is the Monthly Family Program?
This is a faith formation program for children in grades 1-5. It is essentially a “homeschool hybrid” using
a family catechesis model for both classes and home catechesis. The classes meet once per month on
the third Sunday of every month from 9:00am to 12:00pm with Mass included, October through May.
Families then complete book work at home on the weeks they are not in class.
Why do you offer this program? Why would you recommend it to others?
This program was started by my predecessor and has been running more than 10 years, though it has
looked a little different over time. It was created in response to a need the former coordinator was
hearing from parents who wanted another option for their children, whether because of a conflict with
Wednesdays due to other commitments or the late time of the classes or because they wanted to take a
more active role in the faith teaching of their children. (Most families fall into the first or second
reason.)
How is it different than a normal RE model?














They meet on Sundays instead of Wednesdays
Families complete the majority of the book work at home (8 lessons are covered in class)
Students compete 2 outside prayer experiences and turn in a write up about them
We attend Mass as a group, and each month one of the families brings up the gifts
Parents receive formation on a topic they chose at the end of the previous year while the
children attend class (9:00-9:45am)
o Last year we did Alpha; families had the option to join for breakfast a half an hour
before class
o This year we are doing Jeff Cavin’s “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible”; no meal is
offered before class, but a simple snack is provided following Mass
The children attend a mixed-age class (there are 16 students this year) on a theme which is
common to all of the textbooks. We use the 3rd grade book as the guideline for content, and
then adapt fun/interactive activities around that topic
Following Mass, families join back together and we do family activities on varying themes. I have
gone thorough many traditions of the church (Divine Mercy Chaplet, rosary, Marian devotions,
stations of the cross, etc.) and even some bible study topics.
Some families who have children with special needs find this setting more accommodating.
Children are all free to work at their ability level, and parents are there to help. We have had
students with ADHD and anxiety whose parents have given positive feedback
Parents and students each have an evaluation to complete at the end of the year to share what
they learned, what went well, what they felt could use improvement, and ideas for what they
would like to learn in the future. I weigh these considerations heavily when planning for the
following year.

For more information, please contact Emily Shackleton, Coordinator of Child Ministry at St. Thomas
More Parish in Appleton, at emily@stmcath.org or call 920-739-8172.
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Requirements & Expectations
2017-2018 STM Monthly Family Program
Textbook Work: Each week, you and your child are encouraged to work through the textbook material
together. I recommend choosing a special place for prayer in your house where you begin every
lesson. Prayers are given to at the beginning of every chapter, but practicing another prayer they
should know (such as the Our Father, Hail Mary, or Glory Be) or using one of your own choosing are a
good way to begin the lesson with the right mindset. The goal of the home lessons is for your family to
come to love God more deeply by learning more about Him, His creation, and how our Catholic faith
applies to your child’s everyday life.
1st and 2nd grade students may write in their books, but all other students should complete their work in
another notebook unless families wish to purchase the books for an additional fee. Writing paper is
available upon request. Parents/guardians are encouraged to read through material with students,
challenge them with questions to check comprehension, and check that all activities have been
completed.
Some chapters from your child’s textbook will be covered in class. Refer to your parent letter for those
chapters. If you have any questions about the content of the book or class work, please contact Emily.
Textbook Checks: Textbook checks happen two times per year. The first one is February 18, and
students are expected to have completed HALF of the textbook material (i.e. through chapter 14). The
second check is on our final class, May 20, and students are expected to complete the remainder of the
textbook (i.e. through chapter 26).
NOTE: For any of those with a “Catholic Identity” version of the text—you do not need to complete the
Catholic Identity retreats. Unit tests/assessments are not required. All Project Disciple material in your
text is optional.
Students in grades 1 & 2 should bring their textbooks and children in grades 3-5 should bring the
papers on which they have been completing the textbook activities, unless they have purchased their
textbook to write in it. I will check the material for completion at those times (note I am not checking
every answer for correctness, but just checking that generally the children are on the right track). If you
or your children do have questions about specific content, please contact me to set up an individual
appointment to look over the material with you in detail or address any concerns you might have.
Outside Prayer Experiences: Each student/family will be required to complete two outside prayer
experiences during the course of the school year (September-May). The first write-up is due Feb 18,
and the second write-up is due May 20. It can be as simple as praying a rosary at home, going to
adoration together, or it can be something promoted at any of the local parishes. I will try to notify you
via email of things I hear about that are geared towards children.
Please bring either a paper with the event title, date, time (lasting at least 30 minutes), student name,
and parent signature OR proof of attendance (ticket stub, flyer, etc.) with the student name and parent
signature. In addition, each child must write a 3-5 sentence response to the experience (parents may
write for younger children). Write-up sheets can be found in your Family Program folder. Please contact
Emily for additional copies.
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I encourage you to attend these events as a whole family and to talk to each other about meaningful
“God moments” during the events whenever possible. It is my hope that this assignment will serve to
illustrate and encourage that prayer is a way of life, not something we learn about on Sundays and then
forget during the week with our busy schedules.
NOTE: Sunday mass does NOT count as a prayer experience; this is the loving obligation of every
Catholic person. The prayer experiences are meant to be something extra, made in addition to the
prayer of the mass.
Year-End Evaluation: Families will receive forms (one for parent and one for child) to give feedback on
your experience of the course and what has been meaningful for you. This is meant to help Emily better
tailor the class to meet your needs.
**If you would like to set up an in-person conference, please contact Emily and she is more than happy
to sit down and discuss how the class is going with you at any point during the year. **
Please don’t wait until the end of the year evaluation to share questions and concerns about the
course. Let Emily know ahead so we can work together to make this experience enriching for all.
Absences: Making up material missed during our monthly Family Program Classes are the parents’
responsibility. Emily will do her best to contact all families who are absent and follow up with them by
creating make-up materials. Be sure to follow up with Emily after the missed class if you have not heard
from her. Completed make-up work should be turned in at the family’s earliest convenience—usually
the next monthly class is sufficient.
Behavior Plan: It is my hope that there won’t be any behavioral concerns on Sundays. When children
are with their parents, I will leave discipline up to the parents and address families individually as
needed. If the concern persists, I will ask the family to stay after class for a few minutes to discuss the
disruption and what we can do to improve the person’s behavior. Third, I will ask an adult to remove the
disrupting person from the room, and I will talk with the family after class, where we will determine if this
class is the best fit for that person. The person may return to class when we can be assured the
behavior will be corrected.
Grading: Satisfactory effort, attendance, good behavior, and completion of all assigned components of
the course are required in order for your child to pass to the next grade level. The final decision is left
up to the discretion of the Coordinator of Child Ministry.

Contact Information:
Emily Shackleton
Coordinator of Child Ministry
St. Thomas More Church, Appleton
emily@stmcath.org 920-739-8172
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Family Program 2017-2018 Long-Range Plan
Class meets in Rm 203 for approximately 50 minutes prior to the 10am Mass.

Class Date

Theme

Corresponding Student Chapters

October 15

The Trinity

Gr 1—Ch 2, Gr 2—Ch 1, Gr 3—Ch 1, Gr 4—Ch 1,
Gr 5—Ch 1

November 19

The 7 Sacraments

Gr 1—Ch 16, Gr 2—Ch 3, Gr 3—Ch 15,
Gr 4—Pg. 206 of Ch 24 only, Gr 5—Ch 3

December 17

Christmas

All Grades—Ch 14

January 21

Safe Environment

N/A

February 18

Lent

All Grades—Ch 20

March 18*

Church Leadership

Gr 1—Ch 12, Gr 2—Ch 23, Gr 3—Ch 8, Gr 4—Ch 25,
Gr 5--None

April 15

The Mass

Gr 1—Ch 23, Gr 2—Ch 16-18, Gr 3—Ch 17, Gr 4—Ch 12,
Gr 5—Ch 11

May 20

Vocations

Gr 1—Ch ?, Gr 2—Ch 22, Gr 3—Ch 12,
Gr 4—Pg. 150 “As Catholics” blurb only, Gr 5—Ch 23

*Note: 5th grade students to take ACRE assessment in March. A note will go out to parents prior to the
assessment date with more information.

Updated 9.15.17

2017-2018 STM Monthly Family Program Calendar
Classes run from 9:00am-12:00pm, with Mass included, unless otherwise indicated.
We typically meet the 3rd Sunday of the month in the Fellowship Hall.
(Any changes that may occur will be sent out by email)
Emily Shackleton – Child Ministry Coordinator
Questions? Email me at emily@stmcath.org
Sept 13

Generations of Disciples Event – Teaching Mass @ STM – Required.
Wednesday night at 6:30pm in church

Oct 15

Class #1 – Meet in room 222 for class.

Nov 19

Class #2

Dec 17

Class #3 – Meet in room 222 for class.

Jan 21

Class #4 – Book Check #1 & Prayer Experience #1 due.

Feb 14

Ash Wednesday Mass @STM, 6:30pm in church – Required.
*Notify Emily if you plan to attend Mass at another parish and provide proof of
attendance (selfie, bulletin, etc.)

Feb 18

Class #5

Mar 18

Class #6

Apr 15

Class #7

May 20

Class #8 – Final Class. Book check #2 & Prayer Experience #2 due.

We Believe Book Schedule
Week of:

Activity_________________________________________________

October 15

Chapter 1

October 22

Fall Break – No book work

October 29

The Church Year (Chapter 6)

November 5

Ordinary Time (Chapter 7)

November 12

Chapter 2

November 19

Thanksgiving Break – No book work

November 26

Advent (Chapter 13)

December 3

Chapter 3

December 10

Chapter 4

December 17

Chapter 5

December 24

Winter Break – No book work

December 31

New Year’s Break – No Book Work

January 7

Chapter 8

Jan 14

Chapter 9

January 21

Chapter 10

January 28

Chapter 11

February 4

Chapter 12

February 11

Chapter 15

February 18

½ way book check, outside prayer experience #1 due

February 25

Chapter 16

March 4

Chapter 17

March 11

Chapter 18

March 18

The Three Days (Chapter 21) & Easter (Chapter 27)

March 25

Holy Week & Easter Break – No Book Work

April 1

Chapter 19

April 8

Chapter 22

April 15

Chapter 23

April 22

Chapter 24

April 29

Chapter 25

May 6

Chapter 26

May 20

Final book check, outside prayer experience #2 due

Calendar of Events: Advent: Sun, Dec. 3 Christmas: Sun, Dec. 25 Lent: Wed, Feb. 14 Easter: Sun, April 1

