Quick Facts

· Classes meet on Monday evenings 6:30-7:30

· Classes meet approximately 25 times during the academic year October to May

· Schedule includes a retreat and several religious services throughout the year

· Class structure includes gathering time, class time and prayer time

· SERV is ecumenical and welcoming to all religions

· Instruction is geared to 6th grade to adult learners with emphasis on student participation

· Registration fee is $30 with financial assistance available

· Bus to class is available for students who do not have other transportation

· Teachers are trained volunteers from the community and the UW Oshkosh

Mission Statement

The Special Religious Education Voice program is committed to bring the Good News of Christ to all people, especially to persons with disabilities.  As Christians, we are committed to assist the churches of our communities in their efforts to reach out to people with unique learning needs.  Our goal is to support the whole person on his/her lifelong journey of faith formation and spiritual development.  We see people with disabilities as viable members of their church communities needing support and acceptance.   
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Contact Information:

Tom Mentele/Coordinator

(920)426-5682

tpmment@yahoo.com
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Special Education                                 Religion Voice

serving the communities of

Omro, Oshkosh and Winneconne
Participating Parishes

Most Blessed Sacrament, Oshkosh

St. Jude the Apostle, Oshkosh 

St. Mary, Omro 

St. Mary, Winneconne 

 St. Raphael the Archangel, Oshkosh

Philosophy

SERV (Special Education Religion Voice) is dedicated to the belief that each person is a unique and valuable gift from God.  As such, we each have a duty to offer our talents and treasure in service to others.  Only when we give of ourselves and accept one another are we living the Christian life that God intended.

History

SERV was established in 1976 by a group of concerned parents.  Over the years it has provided both religious education and sacramental preparation to persons with a variety of disabilities from blindness to learning disabilities to cerebral palsy.
Funding

The SERV program is funded by the five participating parishes the Knights of Columbus council 614, other community service organizations and student registration fees.  The program coordinator is assisted by an active Advisory Board.

Church Involvement

Students are welcomed at the parish level at the annual Access Awareness Mass when they have an opportunity to participate in the Sunday Mass.  They are also able to celebrate with their home parish when they receive the sacraments.  We support all parishes in the area in their efforts to include persons with disabilities in all aspects of the parish community.

SERV

The SERV acronym has two meanings.  It recognizes that we are all called by baptism to reach out and serve our brothers and sisters with special needs.  And it also acknowledges and affirms the gifts and talents that persons with disabilities have to serve others.

Music

Music is used regularly during class.  Especially at gathering and prayer times to help students relate to one another and share God's generous love.

Teachers

Many of our volunteer teachers are students at UWO.  They bring enthusiasm and creativity to the program.  Volunteer teachers from the community have been teaching for many years and have established lifetime relationships with the students.  They bring stability and a strong foundation to the program.

Students

Students range in age from 6th grade to adult. They have a wide range of learning needs and are affiliated with different denominations but each has special gifts that are recognized and nourished in the context of God's unconditional love. 

You Can Help

If you are interested in volunteering to teach or if you know someone who might benefit from the program, please contact the program coordinator listed on the back. 

_1331800815.doc



