Rite for Reconciliation Role Play

Narrator: In our role play, We will watch as a family goes to First Reconciliation for the first time.  Pay attention to what each person does.  If they follow the steps we learned about today, shade in the correct finger on the hand of forgiveness. 
Child: Sits in chair and bows head to pray.  

Narrator: At our reconciliation service, Father will ask us all to think about the sins we have committed.  
Priest:  (standing)- Lord, we come before you  


seeking your pardon for the things


we have done wrong


as well as the things we should have done—


but did not do.  


At these times, we have lost our way.  


Let us now examine those areas


where we may have done wrong.  


Please respond:  


Lord, help your light to shine in me.
Priest :  Have I remembered to pray every day?


All:  Lord, help your light to shine in me. 

Priest :  Have I used God’s name in a bad or unkind way?


All: Lord, help your light to shine in me. 

Priest :  Do I come to worship at Mass every Sunday?


All:  Lord, help your light to shine in me. 

Priest : Have I disobeyed my parents or others who take care of me?




All:  Lord, help your light to shine in me.
Priest :  Have I lost my temper or been mean to anyone?


All:  Lord, help your light to shine in me.

Priest :  Have I done anything to hurt my own or someone else’s body?


All:  Lord, help your light to shine in me.


Priest :  Have I taken anything that belongs to someone else?


All:  Lord, help your light to shine in me.

Priest :  Have I always told the truth?



All:  Lord, help your light to shine in me.

Priest :  Have I been jealous of things other people own or of another person’s lifestyle?



All:  Lord, help your light to shine in me.

Priest :  At this time I invite you to take the piece of paper you were given as you entered the church and write down the sins you need to confess.  You do not need to spell the words correctly and you might want to draw a picture instead of writing words.  The paper is simply a way to help you remember what you need to confess to the priest.  

Child: (Praying out loud for audience) Dear God, thank you for all the gifts you have given me.  This week I didn’t listen to my mom and dad when they asked me to help with the dishes.  Instead I told them no.  I am sorry for disobeying them. 
Narrator: ______ will write the sin she want to confess on a piece of paper to help her remember what she wants to say. 
Priest: Everyone, lets stand and pray our act of contrition together (Invite everyone in the room to stand and pray the act of contrition the cards you have available)

Narrator: Now it is time for each person to go to reconciliation.  The coordinator or RE will call families who are ready to come to confession.  

Parent: (stepping up to priest with child)- Hi, Father.  This is, _____.  (Then the parents step back as the child goes to reconciliation) 

Priest: Welcome, ______, I’m happy to see you. Let’s make the Sign of the Cross together.

Priest and Child together: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Narrator: Then Priest will say a short prayer—something like this.
Priest: May God, who has enlightened every heart, help you to know your sins and trust in his mercy.

Narrator: Then Father will ask you to talk about unloving choices you have made—unloving choices that are sins. This is called your confession.  If you forget what to do when you sit down with Father, what can you do?  (Get some student responses) 
Priest: “Tell me, ______, what is it that you would like to talk to Jesus about? 

Narrator: Hana thinks a minute.  Does she have to tell EVERYTHING she has done wrong in her whole life?  What do you think? 

Child: Father, last week, I didn’t listen to my parents when they asked me to help around the house.  I want to make more loving choices and respect my parents.

Narrator: Father will talk to you about what you want to change in your life and ask you to do something special to show Jesus how much you love him. Father may give you some suggestions about ways to change. He might ask you to do an act of kindness or say a prayer. This is called your penance.

Priest: God understands that it is not always easy to listen to our parents, but we know that they love us and want us to become the best people we can be.  For your penance this week, try to do some extra acts of kindness to help your mom and dad at home.   Can you think of some things you could do?
Child: Yes, I could offer to help my mom with the dishes when she is tired after work.

Priest: I think that is a great idea.  When you leave, I’d like you to go back to your seat and take some time to think about how much God loves you and the ways you will try to make more loving choices in the future.   Then I would like you to say and Our Father as a way to remind yourself of how God always forgives you when you ask.  
Child: Thank you Father, I will do that.  

Narrator: Father will pray for you and say the words of forgiveness. This is called “absolution.” Then Priest will bless you. 

Priest: (makes the Sign of the Cross) I absolve you from your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. God bless you and go in peace.

Child: Amen. Thank you, Priest.

Narrator: Then, ______’s family will go to confessions.  When they are done, they will go back to their seats.  After that, the next family will go to confession when they see Father is free.    The family will wait until everyone is finished going to confession.     Does anyone have any questions. 
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