COME TO THE FEAST OF HEAVEN AND EARTH!

The Mass is a celebration when we remember the last Supper that Jesus spent with his friends before he was killed on the cross.  It is not unlike when we invite family or friends over for dinner.  Below is a connection between our celebrations at home and our celebrations at church. This will be helpful in your discussions with your child.  
IN A HOME
IN A CHURCH

We Gather
We Gather


Greet each other (hug & kiss)

Greeting and kiss altar


Say “I’m sorry I haven’t called”

Penitential Rite


Compliment each other

Glory to God

We Talk
We Talk


Tell family stories again

1st/2nd Readings & Gospel


Ask for help with things

Prayers of Intercessions


Talk about our lives

Homily


Connect as a family

Creed

We Eat
We Eat


Set the table

Prepare the altar


Bless the food

Eucharistic Prayer


Pray as a family

Our Father


Enjoy being a family

Become Body of Christ

We Leave
We Leave


Say “Goodbye and thank you”

Dismissal


Say “Take care of yourself”

Go in peace to love and serve

Beliefs about Mass and the Eucharist to discuss as a family: 
1. We celebrate Mass to remind us of Jesus’ Last Supper and to celebrate the sacrifice he made for us by dying on the cross.
2. Jesus Christ is truly present for us in the Holy Eucharist, which helps us grow in our love for God and one another.

3. The word “Eucharist” means “giving thanks.”

4. During the Liturgy of the Word we listen to readings from the Bible.  The Gospel tells us the Good News that Jesus gave us.

5. During the Liturgy of the Eucharist we offer gifts of bread and wine to God in thanksgiving for all the gifts God has given us.  Through the power of the Spirit, the faith of the community and the words of the priest, the bread and wine become Jesus.
SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

For First Communion Families-Winter/Spring 2016
January 26/27        
Parent & Child Class  (4:15 p.m. or 5:30 p.m.)

Feb. 16/17             
Parent & Child Class  (4:15 p.m. or 5:30 p.m.) 

Feb. 20/21            
Bread Partner Weekend  (Occurs at all weekend Masses.)

· Each child will bring a special wrapped loaf of bread to share with a “prayer partner” at Mass.  

· Your family may choose to attend any Mass at St. Raphael that weekend.   

· Preparation for Bread Partner weekend will occur at the parent/child class on March 10/11.

March 12/13

First Eucharist Retreat and Enrollment (3-6, includes 5 pm Mass)

· Your child and at least one parent need to attend one of the retreats.    
· Babysitting will not be provided.
· All family sessions must be completed by the retreat and turned into Jessie Adrians.
April 9/23/30
  
First Eucharist Practice

· Practice will be held the Saturday of your assigned First Communion Weekend.

· Practice will be held 8-11.  Each session will be 50 minutes.

· Your family will be assigned a session based on the date/time of their celebration of First Eucharist. 
First Eucharist FAQ’s 
· ATTIRE: Girls are asked to wear spring dresses or pantsuits.  The dress or pantsuit may be white, but it does not have to be.  Veils and gloves are acceptable but NOT necessary.  Boys are asked to wear nice slacks and a dressy shirt with dark shoes.  Ties are recommended, but not necessary.

· SEATING:  Your immediate family will sit together during your child’s First Communion celebration. Immediate family is defined as parents, step-parents, and siblings.  All parents (including step-parents) may stand behind the child as s/he celebrates First Communion as a show of support for the child.  

· BANNERS: Banners are optional. Each child can make a banner to hang from her/his family’s pew at the First Communion Mass.  The banner may be made from any material but it is recommended to hang from an 11” dowel and some sort of fastener to hang the banner to the pew.  Include your child’s name and any other symbols appropriate for 1st Communion in the design.  Bring banner to First Communion rehearsal – not earlier please. 
From the Desk of Ann Olig ( : If your child was not baptized at St. Raphael please make a copy of his/her baptismal certificate for the parish office.   Also, if you have not already done so, please submit the sacramental fee of $50.   Thank you! [image: image1.png]



